Nu-Blu – Nights - CD Review ~ By Terry Poirier
Based out of North Carolina and new to the Bluegrass scene, Nu-Blu brings a fresh sound to the mix that can match up to many of today’s great bluegrass groups and believe me, there are many!

Carolyn Routh contributes lead vocals on seven of the twelve tracks. Her bass playing is solid as well. Husband Daniel contributes lead vocal on five tracks and plays the guitar. He also engineered this album as well. Kendall Gales provides solid mandolin for the band and Levi Austin gives us some great banjo stuff throughout the album. Greg Luck guests as fiddle player on several tracks on this album.

The opening song, “I Won’t Be Around” written by Greg Luck has a good bounce to it and brings back the vibe  of the 90’s where speed wasn’t the key to this music but feel for the song was. Carolyn sings on lead vocal on this one. The treatment of this song fits the band well…..”in your face Bluegrass” as I like to call it.
There’s much to be said about picking songs from sources outside the bluegrass circle and Spin on a Red Brick Floor brings out the contemporary in this band. Written by Nanci Griffith, a folk singer/songwriter for many years penned a good one here and the band gives it a great treatment.
“Lonesome Mountain” is a haunting sounding song penned by Mark “Brink” Brinkman, a well known writer in the bluegrass circle. You can’t have a song on a bluegrass album without talking about mountains and the old days and this arrangement fits this song well. Track eleven on this album, “Try and Catch the Wind” was also written by Brink.
Carolyn contributes two songs co-written with Daniel and he co-wrote a third song with Levi Austin. “How Do I Move On” and “In and Out of Love” are fine examples of original songs that can compliment a band well. The treatment here is a nice addition to the band and shows off the many talents Nu-Blu has.
“River of Love” is another song taken from outside the bluegrass world from the days of Juice Newton. I find it amazing how much you find common threads in different genres of music. The key I believe is to adapt it to your liking and simply make it work in the context of the style you’re trying to achieve and Nu-Blu certainly does that here.
“Red Haired Boy” is the lone instrumental on this album and they do it in fine style keeping it simple.

“Nights” comes from multi-talented Donna Hughes who writes a good song. She has several songs recorded by different artists and this song fits this band well. A slow, mellow end to the CD gives this song a relaxed feel which is never a bad thing.

All in all, I give this CD a two thumbs up. I say Congratulations to the band on a job well done and keep up the good work!
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